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Bealach isteach chuig an mianach ag cairéal Thamhnach an tSalainn
Mine entrance to Mountcharles quarry

Is & an bhri ata leis an logainm Tamhnach

an tSalainn ‘garraithe glasa an tsalainn’.
Baineadh salann as an tsaile ag na loig salainn
chun scadan a chaomhna.

Is de ghaineamhchloch na haite a tégadh an
cé ar mhaithe le deiseanna oibre a sholathar
agus daoine a spreagadh le tabhairt faoin
iascaireachtirith an Ghorta Mhair. Nés
neamhghnach go maith ba ea gur faoi thalamh
a rinneadh mianaddireacht na cloiche seachas
i gcairéal. D’iompair capaill ualai chomh fada
leis an railcheann n6 chomh fada leis na baid
ghaile a bhi ag feitheamh.
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Mountcharles was originally called
Tamhnach an tSalainn, the ‘green fields
of salt’. Salt was extracted from sea
water at the salt pans to preserve locally
caught herring.

The pier was built of local sandstone to
provide work and encourage fishing during
the Great Famine. Unusually the stone was
mined underground rather than quarried.
Horses pulled loads to the railhead or to
awaiting steamers.

An slua faoi dhraiocht ag Seumas Mac Manus

Seumas Mac Manus holding his audience spell-bound

BaidTamhnach an tSalainn a rugadh
an scribhneoir agus an seanchai
Seumas Mac Manus (1868-1960).
Bhian-téir ar an abhar a scriobh sé

faoi bhéaloideas agus seanscéalta na
hEireann, i Stait Aontaithe Mheiriced
go hairithe. Maireann sé i gcuimhne na
ndaoine go hairithe mar gheall ar an nés
a bhiaige scéalta a insint ag an gcaidéal
uisce sa bhaile, ait a mbiodh slua paisti
bailithe thart air.

Seumas MacManus (1868—-1960)
writer and seanchai (storyteller) was
born in Mountcharles. His writing on
Irish folklore and legend gained him
popularity especially in the USA.

He is remembered especially for his
storytelling at the water pump in the
village, where children gathered to
listen to him.



